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The Judge will issue an official Order which outlines
guardianship expectations and duties. Guardian(s) must follow

ALL requirements in the order. The Order may grant
Guardianship of the Person, Estate, or both if applicable.

If the Judge determines that more information is needed, the
Court appoints a Guardian ad Litem (GAL) to conduct an

independent assessment. Temporary guardianship may be
granted while the assessment is ongoing.

ORDER APPOINTING
GUARDIANSHIP

STATUS HEARING

A status hearing is scheduled by the court to check-in on
the ward. During the hearing, the judge ensures

guardianship is working in the best interest of the ward
and decides if any changes are needed. These hearings
may be scheduled one year from the appointment date

or as needed. 

If the Judge determines that more information is needed,
the Court appoints a Court Visitor to conduct a home visit

to report on the ward’s wellbeing and status.

109 ANNUAL FINANCIAL
ACCOUNTING

If a guardian has been appointed Guardian
of the Estate, the court requires them to

file a Financial Accounting every year. This
report should record a summary of the

ward’s income, expenses, and assets
during the past year. Bank statements,

receipts, and invoices may be filed along
with the report. 

TERMINATION OF GUARDIANSHIP

Guardianship may end for different reasons such as: 
Death of the Ward: Guardian must file Suggestion of Death (Certificate of Death) and Final Accounting.
Restoration of Competency:  Ward can manage personal, medical, or financial affairs again but this
requires updated medical documentation.
Relocation:  Ward moves permanently to another jurisdiction.
Death or Incapacity of Guardian:  If a family member is available, guardianship can be transferred. If no
replacement, guardianship may be petitioned for the Public Guardian. 
 No Longer in Ward’s Best Interest: Court may end guardianship if it’s unnecessary or concerns arise about
guardian conduct. 
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REFERRAL

If guardianship is determined to
be in the best interest of the

adult, the Petition for
Guardianship is filed. This

includes the Guardianship Plan,
Statement of Medical Evaluation,
and Consent to Appointment (if

applicable). 

PETITION
FILED

Individuals may be referred to
OPG for intake and assessment. 

Based on the information
gathered, OPG decides if the

person qualifies for its services
under the law. If not, OPG

provides guidance and refers
them to the appropriate agency.

CRISIS/EVENT

An event or crisis may cause family
members, friends, or agencies to
seek guardianship for an adult.

Examples: 
Child with a disability is
turning 18 years old
Adult with a disability who has
been deemed incompetent
Parent with Dementia

The petitioner and all interested
parties will receive a Notice of

Hearing advising the parties of the
assigned judge, case number, and
scheduled guardianship hearing

and time.

NOTICE OF
HEARING

The Working Interdisciplinary Network of
Guardianship Stakeholders (WINGS)

Training is a required training for guardians
after they are granted guardianship. It aims

to educate them on their roles and
responsibilities, legal and financial duties,

and local resources available to assist
them. This is typically due within 90 days of

the guardianship appointment.

WINGS
TRAINING

If a guardian is appointed the
Guardian of the Estate for a ward,

a financial report called an
Inventory & Appraisement must be
filed with the court, usually within

90 days. This financial report
shows the court what the ward

receives, owns, and owes. 

INVENTORY &
APPRAISEMENT

Guardianship Timeline 
Office of the Public Guardian (OPG)

*This timeline shows the usual steps in the guardianship process. Steps may be different depending on the case. This is a general guide.*

The Judge will review the case file and
ask a few basic factual questions to the
petitioner and interested parties. The
Judge will rule on matters of the case
and will act in the best interest of the

incompetent adult in determining
guardianship. The potential guardian(s)

and ward must be present at the
hearing. 

COURT
HEARING 5
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